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suited ; regions on which our curiosity has no hold are passed over 
very cursorily, while the author pauses to recall classical associations 
with the well-known geographical names, and enters, as regards them, 
into the details which their relative importance demands and makes 
appropriate. 

In his Preface, Dr. Schmitz refers to Long's Atlas of Classical Ge- 
ography, as "in every respect the best and most accurate that has yet 
been published in this country " (Great Britain). This Atlas was re- 
published by Messrs. Blanchard and Lea in 1856 ; and, after having 
had it for several months on our table, we can bear testimony to its 
fulness, its adaptation to easy reference, and its high style of mechan- 
ical execution. "We ought to have noticed it when it first appeared ; 
we would now recommend it as an almost essential companion-book 
to Dr. Schmitz's " Manual," which we believe to be the best work of 
the kind accessible to American students. 



20. — A Commentary, Critical, Expository, and Practical, on the Gos- 
pels of Matthew and Mark, for the Use of Ministers, Theological 
Students, Private Christians, Bible Classes, and Sabbath Schools. 
By John J. Owen, D.D. With a Map, Synoptical Index, etc. 
New York : Leavitt and Allen. 1857. 12mo. pp. 501. 

Into the mutual relations of the synoptical Gospels, and the ques- 
tions raised by their correspondences and their discrepances, Dr. Owen 
does not enter, and the textual exposition of these books — the least 
difficult of interpretation in the canon of the New Testament — fur- 
nishes no adequate test of his ability as a critic. But the style of this 
work would prepare us to anticipate his distinguished success in the 
more arduous labors which await him in the Gospel of John and the 
Pauline Epistles. Completeness, precision, and conciseness character- 
ize his commentary. On the few passages which can be supposed to 
refer to disputed dogmas, he accords, as we should expect, with the 
Trinitarian and Calvinistic interpretation; but, on these, he does not 
merge the critic in the controversialist, and still less does he obtrude 
his own peculiar opinions where the text does not demand their ex- 
pression. His notes are learned, yet without the ostentation of learn- 
ing, and devout, without the parade of personal feeling. They contain 
all that the common reader needs, and nearly all that the scholar can 
furnish, for the elucidation of the text. In thoroughness, in critical 
impartiality, and in their tokens of profound Biblical scholarship, we 
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deem them preferable to Barnes's Commentaries, which we neverthe- 
less hold in high esteem, while they are parallel with that series in 
their adaptation to popular use. 



21. — A History of Rome, from the Earliest Times to the Establishment 
of the Empire. With Chapters on the History of Literature and 
Art. By Henry G. Liddell, D.D., Dean of Christ Church, Ox- 
ford. Illustrated by numerous Woodcuts. New York: Harper 
and Brothers. 1857. 12mo. pp. 768. 

Foe the use of schools and colleges, and for a large class of readers, 
this work must assume the first place among the recent Histories of 
Rome. Its comparative brevity is secured by condensation rather than 
by omission. It embodies the last results of historical criticism, and 
exhibits, not merely the series of Rome's political and military fortunes, 
but the course and tokens of her progress alike in those manly, hardy 
traits which made her empress of the world, and in those more showy 
attributes of national greatness and individual magnificence, which in 
their culminating glory bore the presage of decline, decay, and dis- 
memberment. Dr. Liddell's style is concise, clear, and strong. His 
numerous classical references and quotations, no less than the chapters 
expressly devoted to literature, connect the march of events with the 
development of the national mind, and thus render the work a history 
of the Romans no less than of Rome. 



22. — Essays in Biography and Criticism. By Peter Ba yne, M.A. 
First Series. Boston: Gould and Lincoln. 1857. 12mo. pp. 426. 

This volume, and a second now in press, are the result of an 
arrangement — honorable to both parties — between the American 
publishers and Mr. Bayne, by which the author's rights are held 
sacred without the intervention of law, and the papers^ which might 
have been pirated as they appeared in London or Edinburgh,, are 
given to the Cisatlantic public under the auspices of him whose 
property they are. The present volume contains five articles from 
an Edinburgh Magazine, and three which had not been previously 
printed. They indicate the traits of mind and heart which render 
" The Christian Life " so intensely suggestive and vitalizing, and at 
the same time display a critical power seldom equalled in compre- 
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